Terms & Conditions – Cobalt Photography Competition 2025
1. Introduction
Cobalt is launching the 2026 Photography Competition, from which twelve winning images will be selected for a 2027 calendar. The calendar will be sold to raise funds for Cobalt’s charitable work. Selected images may also be displayed in an exhibition, and winners will receive a framed print of their work.
2. Eligibility
· The competition is open to all, including under-16s, except for Cobalt employees involved in organising, judging, or administering the competition.
· There are no set themes, and images can be from any time period.
· No limit on the number of images entered per person.
· Entry fees apply only to participants aged 16 and over; under-16s may enter for free (see Section 4 for details).
· A prize will be awarded for Best Under-16 Image and Best Over-16 Image.
3. Competition Timeline
· Opens: 1st May 2026
· Closes: Midnight, 31st July 2026 (entries must be submitted by this time).
· Winners Notified By: 17th August 2025 (subject to change based on volume of entries).
4. Entry Requirements
· All entries must be submitted in digital format (JPG, JPEG, PNG, GIF, or PDF) via the official Cobalt website: https://photocompetition.cobalthealth.co.uk/
· Images must be at least 3507 x 2481 pixels and under 5MB for initial submission. If selected, Cobalt may request a higher-resolution version for print.
· Entry Fee: £2 per image for entrants aged 16 and over (donation supporting Cobalt’s charitable work). Entries from individuals under 16 are free of charge. Cobalt reserves the right to request proof of age to verify eligibility for free entry.
· Permitted Editing Techniques: 
· Focus-stacking (to improve depth of field).
· Panorama-stitching (to create a wider image).
· Exposure blending / HDR imaging (to balance dynamic range).
· Prohibited Editing: No pixels may be added from an external source (e.g., AI-generated elements or compositing from other images).
· AI Detection: Submitted images may be checked for AI enhancements. Any image found to contain AI-generated elements may be disqualified at Cobalt’s discretion.
· Important: Entries are judged anonymously, so each image must have a title without the photographer’s name.
5. Judging & Winner Notification
· Shortlisting will take place before a vote, shortlisting will be undertaken by selected individuals within Cobalt.
· Cobalt will be using a 3rd party platform for public voting, this will have security measures in place to avoid abusing and spamming the voting system.
· Winners will be notified via email or phone. At least two attempts will be made within 14 days. If no response is received, Cobalt reserves the right to select another winner.
· Decisions are final, and no correspondence will be entered into.
6. Image Copyright & Usage Rights
· Entrants retain full copyright of their submitted images.
· By entering, entrants grant Cobalt a non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free license to use their images for the following purposes for a period of three years: 
· Inclusion in the 2027 calendar (and future calendars if applicable).
· Exhibitions and displays related to the competition.
· Marketing & publicity for future Cobalt photography competitions.
· Fundraising and awareness campaigns for Cobalt’s charitable work.
· Commercial Use: If Cobalt wishes to sell prints of an image beyond the competition and calendar it has the ability and permission to do so.
· Cobalt will always try to credit the work with the name of the artist and the title of the photograph, however do not have to in all instances.
· Image Adjustments: To ensure high-quality print reproduction, minor modifications (e.g., cropping, color adjustments) may be made to winning images. These changes will not alter the integrity of the image.
7. Copyright & Intellectual Property
· Entrants confirm that: 
· They are the sole copyright holders of their images.
· Their entries do not infringe on any third-party copyright or intellectual property rights.
· If requested, they can provide the original, unedited image file to verify authenticity.
· Cobalt is not liable for any copyright disputes arising from submitted images. If an infringement claim occurs, the entrant agrees to indemnify Cobalt against any legal proceedings.
8. Consent for Recognisable Individuals in Photos
· If an image features recognisable people, the entrant must obtain their written permission using Cobalt’s Permission Release Form: 
https://www.cobalthealth.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Photographic-Permission-Release-form-2026.doc
· Images without the required permission cannot be selected as winners.
9. Prizes
Winners (12 selected images for the calendar):
· Each receives: A framed print of their image (courtesy of WallSpace and DS Colour Labs) and a complimentary calendar.
Additional Awards:
· 1st Place Overall Winner: £300 Wex Voucher
· 2nd Place Overall Winner:  1 Year Digital Camera Magazine Subscription (Worth over £70)
· Under-16 Overall Winner: £50 Cash Prize
· Prizes are non-exchangeable, non-transferable, and no cash alternatives are offered.
10. Data Protection & Privacy
· Personal information will be used only for administering the competition and will be handled in accordance with Cobalt’s privacy policy.
· Cobalt will only share winners’ contact details with prize sponsors for the purpose of prize delivery. Sponsors may not use entrant details for marketing.
· Entrants can opt in or out of further correspondence from Cobalt during registration. If opted out, no contact will be made after the competition ends.
· Entrants identified as under 16 will have their personal data processed only for the duration necessary to administer the competition, in line with GDPR requirements. After the competition concludes, their data will be promptly deleted or securely destroyed.
11. Acceptance of Terms
By submitting an entry, entrants confirm that they have read and agreed to these Terms & Conditions in their entirety.

